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1.2.3 All normal and emergency procedures defined in the WESM Dispatch Protocol 

Manual shall apply.  This Protocol shall define specific arrangements among the 

Market Operator, System Operator, and Trading Participants for a limited period 

during the Central Scheduling of energy and reserves covered by Ancillary 

Services Procurement Agreement (ASPA) for WESM tradable reserve categories. 

 

1.2.4 This Protocol provides for the mechanism to centrally schedule all energy and 

reserve capacities covered by Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC)-Approved 

ASPA in the WESM.  

 

1.2.5 This Protocol shall continue to be applied upon the implementation of the 5-minute 

dispatch interval unless otherwise stated by a new directive from the DOE and/or 

the ERC. 

 

 

1.3 SCOPE 

 

This Protocol covers specific guidelines in the scheduling and dispatch of reserve 

capacities during normal and emergency conditions during the Central Scheduling of 

energy and reserves. 

 

1.3.1 This Protocol shall apply to the Market Operator, the System Operator and all 

WESM Members, including intending WESM Members, and WESM Participants 

in the electric power industry for a limited period and shall immediately cease upon 

New Commercial Launch Date of the WESM Reserve Market pursuant to the 

provisions of the DOE Department Circular No. DC2014-03-0009 and DC2019-12-

0018. 

 

1.3.2 Pursuant to the provisions of the DOE Department Circular No. DC2014-03-0009 

and DC2019-12-0018, all scheduled ASPA Contracts shall be settled in 

accordance with the respective provisions of their contract and no settlement of 

reserves shall be made in the WESM 
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2.3 INTERPRETATION 

 

2.3.1 The rules on interpretation set out in Chapter 9 of the WESM Rules, as these may 

be amended from time to time, shall govern the interpretation of this Protocol. 

 

2.3.2 In the event of inconsistencies, issuances of later date and those specific to Central 

Scheduling shall prevail over the earlier and/or general WESM Rules, WESM 

Market Manuals or issuances insofar as central scheduling and dispatch are 

concerned. 

 

 

 

SECTION 3 RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

 

3.1 MARKET OPERATOR 

 

3.1.1 The Market Operator is responsible for the administration of the Wholesale 

Electricity Spot Market (WESM) in accordance with the WESM Rules. Among other 

functions, it is responsible for determining the energy and reserve schedules of all 

facilities in the WESM, which shall then be submitted to the System Operator for 

implementation (WESM Rules section 1.3.1).  

 

3.1.2 In administering the operations of the WESM, the Market Operator shall carry out 

its functions by performing and complying with the obligations and procedures set 

out in this Protocol and the WESM Dispatch Protocol Manual. 

 

 

3.2 SYSTEM OPERATOR 

 

3.2.1 The System Operator shall be responsible for and shall operate the power system 

in accordance with the WESM Rules and applicable Market Manuals, the Grid 

Code and the dispatch schedule communicated by the Market Operator. Its 

primary responsibilities include providing central dispatch to all generation facilities 



 
 
Protocol for Central Scheduling and Dispatch of Energy WESM-PCSD-001 

and Contracted Reserves 

 

Page 6 of 18 

and loads connected, directly and indirectly, to the transmission system in 

accordance with the dispatch schedule submitted by the Market Operator (WESM 

Rules section 1.3.3). 

 

3.2.2 The System Operator shall carry out its functions by performing and complying 

with the procedures and obligations set out in this Protocol and the WESM 

Dispatch Protocol Manual. 

 

3.2.3 The System Operator shall continue to contract out AS required capacities and 

perform the monitoring, and settlement of reserves pursuant to each provider’s 

ASPA. 

 
 

3.3 TRADING PARTICIPANTS AND WESM MEMBERS 

 

3.3.1 All Trading Participants and other WESM members shall comply with the timetable 

and procedures for scheduling and dispatch that are set out in this Protocol and 

the WESM Dispatch Protocol Manual as such procedures apply to them. 

 

3.3.2 They shall endeavor to adopt internal processes, systems and infrastructure, as 

well as protocols with their counterparties, to comply with this Protocol and the 

WESM Dispatch Protocol Manual.  

 

3.3.3 Pursuant to WESM Rules clause 2.3.1.7, scheduled generation companies are 

required to operate their scheduled generating units in accordance with the 

scheduling and dispatch procedures described in Chapter 3 of the WESM Rules. 
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4.2.3 The System Operator may submit over-riding constraints to impose limits on the 

energy flow along specific transmission lines or branch groups to allow reserve 

capacities to be dispatched without over-loading.  

 

4.2.4 At the very least, the limitation of the energy flow along specific transmission lines 

or branch groups shall allow additional energy flow equivalent to the upward 

regulation requirement. 

 

4.2.5 The Market Operator shall use the Day-Ahead Ancillary Service Schedule 

(DAASS) provided by the System Operator to validate the AS schedule nominated 

by the Trading Participant and ensure that the capacities scheduled be available 

in the Real-Time Dispatch (RTD). 

 

 

4.3 SUBMISSION OF GENERATION AND RESERVE OFFERS FOR MARKET PROJECTIONS 

 

4.3.1 All Trading Participants shall submit their generation offers pursuant to the 

provisions of the WESM Rules Appendix A1.  

 

4.3.2 Trading Participants with ERC-Approved ASPA shall submit reserve offers for the 

one-hour intervals of the next trading day prior to 1130H of the current trading day. 

The capacities of their reserve offers shall correspond to their ancillary nominations 

to the System Operator pursuant to the provisions of their respective ASPAs. 

 

4.3.3 Trading Participants shall submit their generation and reserve offers consistent 

with the WESM Timetable for the Day-Ahead Projections to provide a more 

accurate determination of reserve requirements as set forth in Section 4.1 of this 

Protocol. 

 

4.3.4 The generating unit representation of A/S providers in the Market Network Model 

shall be consistent with the System Operator’s model for scheduling, monitoring, 

dispatching, and settlement of such A/S providers. 
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SECTION 5 SETTLEMENT OF RESERVE CAPACITIES 

 

 

5.1 SETTLEMENT OF RESERVE CAPACITIES 

 

5.1.1 All reserve transactions shall be settled based on their Ancillary Service 

Procurement Agreement (ASPA). 

 

5.1.2 If a generator that offered its day-ahead ancillary schedule in the WESM is utilized 

as energy based on either the RTD schedules or on its actual utilization, then it 

shall be treated as an ancillary service with energy by NGCP for their ASPA 

settlement. 

 

5.1.3 The energy schedule obtained by an ASPA provider while being scheduled for 

downward regulation in the RTD because of the head-room constraint in the 

Market Dispatch Optimization Model (MDOM) shall also be considered. The head-

room constraint is imposed in the MDOM so that the energy and regulating reserve 

schedules are set in a manner that the downward and upward dispatch of the 

regulating reserve will not violate the minimum and maximum operating limits of a 

generator. 
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its reasonable opinion implement remedial measures in order to manage and mitigate 

any errors in the MMS arising from erroneous inputs, system failures or other related 

circumstances.  

 

 

 

SECTION 8 MODIFICATIONS AND EFFECTIVITY 

 

 

In accordance with DOE Department Circular No. DC2014-03-009 and DC2019-12-0018, 

this Protocol shall be in effect upon approval by the Department of Energy and shall 

terminate upon Commercial Launch Date of WESM Reserve Market or upon declaration 

of its cessation by the DOE. 

 

The DOE may, in its discretion, revise Sections of this Protocol as the circumstances may 

require in consultation with Trading Participants. 

 




